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When most people think of graduation, they do not think about the month of December.
Instead, graduation for most people falls in the month of May when the flowers are
blooming and the sun is shining. For a select group of Fontbonne students (myself
included), graduation is coming in the dead of winter, when the leaves are mostly
fallen from the trees and the warmth of the sun is not guaranteed.
While graduating in December may seem anti-climatic to some, there are definitely a
few benefits that come with the territory. And yes, there is one downside, too.
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Here are a few perks to graduating in December.

Getting a “leg-up” on job competition
Because there are fewer students graduating in December, the job search can be less
competitive.
Haley Currant, who will be graduating with a Master’s of Arts in Family and Consumer
Science, says that “it is nice to be graduating in December. I think this is going to put
our class at an advantage for finding career opportunities because we are coming out of
school at an unusual time compared to most graduates. We can jump on those job
opportunities and get started in the new year!”

Photo by Amtec Staffing. Creative Commons license Attribution-ShareAlike 2.0 Generic , some
rights reserved.

Jennifer Cuddeback, who will be graduating with a Bachelor’s degree of Science and
Dietetics, will begin her career with an internship. “Part of [my] career path is to attain
1200 practice hours through an accredited dietetic internship program before taking the
RD exam. I have been accepted into a program beginning Spring 2018.” Cuddeback’s
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internship will surely give her the skills, and credits, she needs to find the position that
is right for her.

Time to relax, unwind and actually enjoy the holidays
Unlike May graduates, December grads have a little bit of time to unwind after
graduation. The holidays are a perfect time to de-stress, and for those who do not need
to worry about going back to school in January, relaxing will come even easier.
Cuddeback notes this benefit to graduating in December, as she looks forward to
“relaxing before my internship begins in April, continuing to volunteer in the
community and reading books for leisure.”
Although the holidays should be an enjoyable and relaxing time, they can be stressful.
Knowing that you have extra time to relax and unwind without having to worry about
daily stressors, like school, will only add to the excitement of the holiday season.

Extra time to consider your next step in life, whether it’s grad school, a job
or something else entirely
Not everyone who graduates knows what their next step will be after graduation.
December grads get a little extra time to consider their next moves before the pressure
of finding a job really kicks in. If you’re graduating in December and aren’t sure what
you want to do next, don’t fret; you have time to think about your next move and can
join the job search in May with the rest of the graduates.
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Regardless of your prospects, graduating certainly takes a weight off your shoulders.
Currant notes that she “still in the process of looking [for a job],” but that she has some
job interviews lined up and is “hopeful.”
Not sure what your next step should be? Here are some tips for a successful graduation
experience.

More of a focus on you
Not many people graduate in December, especially here at Fontbonne. Because there are
fewer graduates this time of year, you will likely be unique to your inner circle. You can
have a grad party that people will be excited about because it’s not the fourth one
they’ve attended this weekend. You can get a seat at your favorite restaurant to
celebrate because there aren’t 100 other grads there on the same night. So go ahead and
treat yourself—you’ve earned it!

And one downside: Fontbonne does not have a ceremony just for December
grads
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If you’re graduating from Fontbonne in December you will have to wait until May to
walk at graduation. Because there are so few December graduates, we don’t get our own
ceremony. But look at the bright side—it will be even more exciting to come back in
May and see all the familiar faces.
SHARE THIS!

   
LIKE THIS:
Loading...

ABOUT ASHLEY SCHIMMELPFENNIG

I am a senior at Fontbonne majoring in Literary Studies. I enjoy napping, dogs,
and napping with dogs.

0 C O M M E N T S O N “ F O U R B E N E F I T S T O G R A D U AT I N G I N D E C E M B E R
( A N D O N E D OW N S I D E ) ”

LEAVE A REPLY
Enter your comment here...

This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed.

PREVIOUS POST

NEXT POST

Follow us!
https://griffinroar.com/2017/12/07/four-benefits-to-graduating-in-december-and-one-downside/

5/6

8/8/2019

Top 10 Things to Take Away from the 10th Annual International Bazaar – Griffin Roar



PLACES

Top 10 Things to Take Away from the 10th Annual International
Bazaar

BY CLAIRE FORD
DECEMBER 7, 2017

 COMMENTS

0

Fontbonne students come from a large variety of different places and backgrounds; the
annual International Bazaar gives each student the opportunity to learn about and
appreciate the different cultures represented in our tight-knit community. On
November 14th in Mabee Gymnasium, Fontbonne students and faculty came together to
celebrate our students’ culture for the 10th annual International Bazaar. Here are the top
ten things to take away from this remarkable event.

1. There is so much delicious food in this world
From the pan dulce (sweet bread) to matcha (green tea) to baklava (sweet, layered pastry
with nuts and honey), the students at the bazaar prepared the most delectable food.
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2. There is always a reason to celebrate
From Colombia’s Festival of Flowers to the Japanese hina matsuri, each country
celebrates many things that are special to them.

3. There is always an opportunity to learn and to serve
Fontbonne offers many opportunities to study abroad, and also offers a unique cultural
and service-oriented experience with a two-week trip to Gulu, Uganda next summer in
2018. If you’re interested in study abroad or going on this immersive, once-in-a-lifetime
experience, contact Dr. Corinne Wohlford.

4. Friendship begins with hospitality and an open heart
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5. Art can be expressed in many different ways
Painting, drawing, dance, henna tattoos, photography, music: Artistic expression varies
from place to place and from person to person.
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6. Clothing is traditional, yet endlessly remarkable
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7. Everyone can dance
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8. Everyone deserves a voice
Numerous countries—big or small—were represented at the bazaar.
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9. Fontbonne students are extremely unique
There are 25 countries represented by the students that compose Fontbonne. This
diversity generates such a positive, fascinating atmosphere that makes going to school
way easier and much more enjoyable.

10. The student cultures at Fontbonne unite to make Fontbonne all that
“Fontbonne” is
https://griffinroar.com/2017/12/07/top-10-international-bazaar/
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With an emphasis on respect, diversity, and community, Fontbonne relies on its
students to create an atmosphere of excellence, a passion for knowledge, and a
yearning to find and develop one’s own personal identity while being shaped by the
students surrounding them.

Photo courtesy of Lizzie Tran
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One of the most enjoyable things to do during the holiday season is to admire lights
wherever you can find them: on houses, in parks, on trees, or lining the streets where
they light up the night. Lucky for us, St. Louis has some great local light displays that
are just minutes away from Fontbonne. So get some hot chocolate, grab some friends,
and buckle up: here are the best local holiday light displays around St. Louis.

Guided Car Tours
Winter Wonderland at Tilles Park
Visit Tilles Park in Ladue for the 32nd annual Winter Wonderland light display until
December 30th. Admission for one vehicle costs $10. You can even take a carriage ride
with up to 11 other people for an added fee. Check the website for more details and
pricing information.

Way of Lights at Our Lady of the Snows
Crank up the Christmas tunes and take the thirty-minute drive to the widelyacclaimed light display at Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, Illinois. The display,
which has been presented since 1970, has a special focus on the birth of Christ: “the one
https://griffinroar.com/2017/12/11/the-best-holiday-light-displays-around-st-louis/
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true light of the world.” Visit any day of the week from 5-9 p.m. (10 p.m. on weekends)
until December 31st. Admission is free!
There are some fun activities on-site as well, such as a petting zoo, a Christmas tree
display, and even a 5K Run on January 6th. Learn more about the Way of Lights, the 5K
run, and the other activities here.

Christmas Wonderland in Rock Springs Park
Over four million lights are just 36 minutes away! Rock Springs Park in Alton, Illinois
hosts the annual Christmas Wonderland until December 27th. Admission is $7 for cars.
After visiting Christmas Wonderland, make sure to check out Bethalto Christmas Village
in Central Park. Admission to the park is free, but make sure to bring cash for the food
and craft vendors, and stay for the live entertainment and live nativity. You can visit
the village from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. on the following days:
– December 8th / 9th / 10th
– December 15th / 16th
Click here to learn more.

Walk Around
Anheuser-Busch Brewery
You don’t have to be 21 to join the holiday fun at Anheuser-Busch! Enjoy a free guided
walking tour, skating, s’mores, photo ops, and—of course—lights at Anheuser-Busch
Brewery. Visit from November 16th until December 30th every Thursday, Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. Learn more about fun group package
offerings on the website.

Garden Glow at the Missouri Botanical Gardens
November 18th through January 1st from 5-10 p.m., visit the Missouri Botanical Garden
for their annual Garden Glow. Come enjoy over one million lights, s’mores, drinks, and
special activities—great for any age. Ticket prices change depending on the day, so
make sure you check the website before you go. You can even buy and print your tickets
at home before you go.
https://griffinroar.com/2017/12/11/the-best-holiday-light-displays-around-st-louis/
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Wild Lights at the St. Louis Zoo
On certain days throughout November and December, the St. Louis Zoo shuts down at 4
p.m. and opens up at 5:30 p.m. for Wild Lights (Check the schedule here). Tickets on
weekdays are $8 and tickets on weekends are $10. You can buy tickets online or buy
them at the door (door ticket sales end at 8 p.m.).

Drive Through
Candy Cane Lane
It’s never too cold for some Ted Drewes—so get some frozen custard and drive through a
south St. Louis neighborhood to see some of the best home Christmas lights in the city.
Located in and around the 6500 block of Murdoch avenue, Candy Cane Lane will not be
difficult to find. Learn more about the fun history of Candy Cane Lane here.

Geoff’s Christmas Lights and Trains
About a ten-minute drive from Fontbonne—located at 1337 McKinley Avenue—this light
display includes more than 120,000 lights! See the lights and lawn-size railroad
throughout December, Sunday through Thursday, from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. Driving
through the display is free, but cash and canned good donations are accepted for
Backstoppers, an organization which helps those families affected by the loss of their
relative who was a firefighter, police officer, or EMT.

Dan’s Emerald Forest in Overland
Just 12 minutes away from Fontbonne, Dan’s Emerald Forest holds an entire little world
—all in one front lawn. What started as a landscaping project soon turned into an
extremely unique home lights display: you’ve got to see it to believe it. Dan’s is open
throughout all of December with special hours, and you can keep up with any news and
see photos on the Facebook page.

Ladue Pines Home Display
If you head west on Ladue Road between Interstate 270 and Highway 141, just a 10-12
minute drive from Fontbonne, you’ll find a home display that boasts 125,000 lights that
also dance with the soundtrack on a radio station (you’re prompted to change your
channel upon entering the neighborhood). This home in Ladue also serves as a
collection location for Toys for Tots, and they collected almost 3,000 toys last season!
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It’s no surprise that Fontbonne is full of amazing students who accomplish great things
every day. Through classes, work, and extra curriculars students still manage to strive
“to become global citizens who think critically, act ethically and serve responsibly.”
There was no shortage of those accomplishments in the 2017 school year, here are just a
few:

Nia Coleman
Nia worked with Dr. Tian to design the Griffin Guide, an app designed to give students
information on where they can get answers to their questions on campus. The app will
https://griffinroar.com/2017/12/12/fontbonne-2017-student-highlights/
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be available to students in Spring 2018. Nia was excited about the opportunity as this is
an area of design she wanted to get into. She enjoyed coming up with the design
concept, as well as the learning experience that gave her “a new-found respect for
people who design really dynamic websites.”

Kayley Cunningham & Jesse McClanahan
As 1G Collective mentors, Kayley and Jesse worked with other first-generation college
students on developing academic success. Amy Simons, Director of Student Success &
Engagement and Interim Director of the Kinkel Center for Academic Resources, said that
having Kayley and Jesse as mentors meant that that they gained something from the
program when they themselves were mentees, and that their willingness to be mentors
speaks to the benefits of the program.

Thomas Hood
Thomas was a supplemental instructor in the College Algebra class (MTH 105). He
attended classes with students and worked with them outside of class to help them
succeed in their courses. Thomas was eager to assist students in learning how to “use
their resources to critically think and work the problems out themselves.” Thomas
describes the experience as fantastic and believes the program “is creating diligent
students who will be able to be tomorrow’s problem solvers and innovators.”

Sarah Jimenez
Last spring Sarah studied abroad in Oviedo, Spain for an intensive Spanish language
learning program. She resided in a city were English was barely spoken, and although
this presented challenges, Sarah came out feeling “independent and resourceful, and
that I have the power in me to overcome the hardest of challenges.” Sarah strongly
recommends anyone considering studying abroad to take the opportunity if they can.
You can find more information about Fontbonne’s study abroad opportunities here.
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Sarah in Spain. Photo courtesy of Sarah Jimenez.

Claire Nutter
Claire was accepted to the Peace Corps in Colombia. She will begin her work there in
January and will be gone for 27 months. She will be working as a Primary Education
English Teacher Trainer, teaching Colombian teachers how to apply English into their
lessons. From this experience Claire hopes to “gain a whole new perspective about the
world and make lasting relationships with the people I’m going to meet.”

Maddie Redohl
In addition to her job as a rehab aid and internship at Shriners Hospital, Maddie,
captain of the soccer team and student ambassador, has close to a 4.0 GPA. During her
https://griffinroar.com/2017/12/12/fontbonne-2017-student-highlights/
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internship, Maddie assisted an occupational therapist with various tasks, observed
patients being in the clinic and therapy gym, and had the opportunity to play with
young kids. For Maddie the experience was “very eye-opening and allowed me to learn
so much within the field of occupational therapy.” Maddie hopes to pursue her master’s
degree of Occupational Therapy at Maryville University.

Jake Swanner
This year Jake earned a scholarship from the Society for Marketing Professional
Services (SMPS), a professional organization for marketing and business professionals,
where he serves as the 2017-2018 Student Chapter Leader. As a member, Jake attends
networking events and seminars that help with professional development. Jake and his
fiancée also adopted a rescue dog, McCoy, who is deaf and blind in his left eye. Taking
in McCoy was not easy at first, “we had to learn about each other and get into a routine”
said Jake. “After the first week, we knew we couldn’t let him go. He has taught us to be
open to new things and to be patient.” Jake is currently teaching McCoy signs by touch
in order to communicate with him. Both adopting McCoy and his involvement in SMPS
have been a growing experience for Jake.
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Jake and McCoy. Photo courtesy of Jake Swanner.

Fannie Terrell
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As an intern at the Missouri Humanities Council, Fannie worked on developing a
discussion guide for “Just Listening: A Short Film About Art and Activism”. The film
focuses on St. Louis artist who use their art as a platform for activism, and their
experiences with Ferguson and the aftermath of the shooting of Michael Brown. For
Fannie her internship has been “quite pivotal for me in my growth in understanding
the importance of activism and my role as an activist. The opportunity has not only
been an incredible learning experience, but also a starting point for my own journey as
an activist.”
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